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amid your too numerous and tedious occupations.
Hitherto, as far as I am aware, this fish has been
spoken of only incidentally. Some seem to con-
found it with the dogfish or Shark, which is very
different. It is true that the head of the dogfish
somewhat resembles that of the seal: a flat and black
nose; large, round, and projecting eyes; thick and
grayish lips; an oblong muzzle, a mouth open to the
ears, which are almost imperceptible; and whiskers
like those of a cat. But, in addition to the fact that
the dogfish is fiercer and greatly to be dreaded, it
has a rough skin which, when dried, can be used
only for polishing carvings, articles turned in a
lathe, and joiner-work.” The flesh of this animal
consists solely of a sort of tendon, or cartilage, similar
to the flesh of the breast, which has obtained for
it the montagnais name Zoutouchoumégou, ‘* the fish
that is nothing but breast.”” While writing this, it
occurs to me that glue might be made from it, as
from sturgeon. I have never seen the Savages eat
it. On the other hand, the seal —less stunted, and
with a longer neck; timid, always on the watch, and
diving at the least alarm —does not attack sailors,
avoids them as much as possible, and is content with
smelt and other small fish—and even with certain
worms that are found in the seaweed clinging to the
rocks, as we have often had occasion to observe. Its
skin, which when dressed is like morocco, but has not
so fine a grain, and which is used for making Savage
shoes and clothes, or for covering boxes, is coated
with hair, very thick and spotted. That with which
they are born, and which they retain while suckling,
is of a silvery white, without any spots. As the little
seal grows, it assumes the mother’s color; it changes,



